
From January through Novem-
ber, Lafayette’s Alex Cox and

Orinda’s Alan Smith are like most
other suburban husbands and fathers:
they go to work every morning, at-
tend sporting events, vacation with
their families and help their kids with
homework. But come December,
Cox, a small business owner, and
Smith, a corporate attorney, take on
their alter-egos, becoming their own
version of Santa Claus (Cox) and his
trusty elf, Chaz (Smith).

      
Best friends since their high

school days in Oakland, the two, who
are equally passionate and often finish
each other’s sentences, describe
themselves as fun-loving and goofy.
And it’s that silliness that brought
them to co-found OakLuv, an organ-
ization created to bring joy and hap-
piness to underprivileged families in
East Oakland.

      
Smith’s 1963 classic convertible

was the unintended impetus when, six
years ago, the two boys-at-heart de-
cided to dress up as Santa and his elf
and drive around, blaring holiday
music. The idea grew; they bought
candy canes and small toys to hand
out.  “Then it was, OK, where should
we go to bring smiles to a lot of peo-
ple?” Cox said. 

      
Having grown up in East Oak-

land, Cox suggested going to his old
neighborhood. They pulled up to his

childhood home on 38th Avenue and
“people just started coming out of
their houses,” Smith continued.
“We’re dressed as Santa and his elf,
talking to the people that now live in
Alex’s former house, and more and
more kids start coming around. All of
a sudden, we’re handing out toys and
candy to all these kids.” Finishing the
story, Cox explained that “it was quite
silly and over the top.  We weren’t ac-
tually trying to be Santa or an elf, we
were just being ourselves with our
own little twist.”

      
When they first started, both men

admit, it really wasn’t to be altruistic.
“I don’t think we were necessarily
trying to be super nice,” Smith said.

“It was more lets go have some fun
and hand things out.  But then, some-
thing changed.  When we were hand-
ing out toys, looking at all the kids’
and parents’ faces … they were so
happy and it was so touching. And it
was so easy to do. So the next year we
stepped it up.” And they’ve “stepped
it up” every year since.

      
Four years ago, OakLuv adopted

two classes at an East Oakland ele-
mentary school. With the assistance of
friends who annually host a party and
raise money to benefit OakLuv, 50
kindergarteners received a jacket and
toys from Knucklehead Santa (as Cox
refers to himself), Chaz and his team
of elves.       ... continued on page B4
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Day                    Spa, Salon & Café

T h e a t r e  S q u a r e  O r i n d a        w w w . e n t o u r a g e s p a . c o m        9 2 5 - 2 5 4 - 9 7 2 1
Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

Gift Certificates available
or Book Now!

925 - 254 - 9721 

Get ready for the Holidays!

Complete Makeover
Massage & facial, pedicure & manicure, 
hair & makeup, lunch, champagne or wine - $375

Group Spa Party
Choice of massage or facial, mani & pedi, 
appetizers, wine & champagne $150 per person*

*tax & tip included

Seasonal Special
80 min. or 50 min. massage with complementary
shampoo & blow dry

Services & Products
Precision Cuts & the Latest in Color Treatments
Hair Extensions, Brazilian Blowout, Blow Dry Bar Gifts

Bath & Home
Jewelry & Accessories
Cards & Stationary
Apparel

Hair
• Living Proof
• Moroccan Oil
• Framesi

Face
• Dermalogica, 
• Jan Marini,
• Bare Minerals MD skin care

Spa packages

Full Day 
50 min. massage, deep
cleanings facial, mani & pedi,
shampoo & blow dry, lunch,
champagne or wine - $250

Half Day
45 min. massage with
deep cleansing facial,
pedicure, lunch, wine
or champagne - $200

‘Knucklehead Santa’ and ‘Chaz’
Deliver More Than Gifts
By Diane Claytor

Alan Smith (Chaz, the elf ), upper left, smiles with fellow elves and “Knucklehead Santa,” Alex Cox. Photos provided

“Knucklehead Santa” arrives in Oakland.




